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Revival of Religion in Germany continued. 


this blefled Man, whom God wonderfully con- 
27. duéted thro’ all theStages of his Life, richly adorn- 
ing him with the manifold Graces of his Spirit, 
mak ny him an [Inftrument of Ble thong to Nations, andaka 
ther to many ‘Thoufands ; we owe under God that h ypetul 
Reformation inthe firft Place, which fpreads it felf at prefent 
fo victorioufly not only m the Territorics of the King of 
Prufia, but in many other Parts of Germany allo, under the 
Name of Piai/m ; and therew th contequently al! t fe good 
Fruits which have flowed thence, whereot certainly both the 
Univerlity of Hai/ and the Holp tal of Glawe/a are moe the 
leaft inconfiderable. Ie may truly be faid of him, that be was 
a burning and fhining Light in bis Generation. And as God 
in hisinhnite Wiitom, was picaied to ict up} Loght as « 
were in three Camaiefficds tuceeflively ; fo in each of thee 
there was a peculiar Dilpenfatuion and Work, which was pat 
fed through ; and without ever growing dim, it burne ft 
brighter and brighter, the Light being greater in the /econd, 
than in the frff ; and in the thor, than inthe /econd, = In th 


fr, what uw called Pretr/m, was but an Ed: In the /« 
cond, it was berm into the World, and recerved in Naw 

And tn the third, wt hath been moerih'd, hawine had a A: 

for its nurting Father (whom may Gid long orciemve to be 
a Shield of hus Peopic, and 2 Patiern tor ts onces moc whom 
it NOW Prows im Mature, a2sit doth in Pavour doth with Coc! 
and Man. Jn the fecond it is fad, it was dora, and cocerred 


its Neme: And after what Manner tha was. the Meader 
thal now fce in {hort , for to be very paricuss hcce, 
exigit GL up ei it tc a large thidory. 
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§ 28. Some Mafters of Art in the Univerfity of Lip/cs 
had fet up a private College or Conference among themielves 
for the better Underftanding of the Scriptures, and for the 
regulating both of their Studies,andConverfation accordingl;, 
This was called Collegium Philobiblicum, and after the Exam- 
ple of fuch like other Exercifes in the Univerfity, of which 
there were many Kinds in all theArts andSciences, there were 
alfo certain Rules agreed on for the fake of Order andMethod, 
They met together once a Week : And in theBeginning they 
had more a Regard to Learning than to the advancing of fin- 
cere Piety. Their Method generally was for one of the So- 
ciety to read a feleét Portion out of the old Teftament in the 
Hebrew, or out of the New in Greek, or firft one, and then 
the other : And after he had explain’d the fame, for the ref 
to add their Obfervations likewife. The firft Part of the Ex- 
ercife was altogether critical, for the finding out the literal 
Meaning of the Text, and this was their chief Labour : The 
other Part confifted in the deducing of Propofitions and Ufes 
from it. This was kept up for fomeTime with good Succefs 
in a private Chamber, after the Evening Service was ended 
on Sundays. But as the Number of Students frequenting the 
fame grew greater, and their Zeal was more inflam’d to the 
divine Word, this could not continue as it was : And there- 
fore, feeing that this their Inftitution, contrary to their firft 
Intention, was become almoft as good as Publick, they de- 
fired, for the better Convenience, to have now a Direétor 
out of the Order and Faculty of Divines, that might prefide 
in thefe their Meetings, and regulate the fame in the beft 
Manner. So upon Application to him for this End, Dr. Va- 
lentine Alberti, Profeflor extraordinary of Divinity in the faid 
Univerfity, readily accepts the Charge offered him, and the 
Meetings are thereupon kept in his Houfe, at which he him- 
felf is often prefent, affifting in thefe Exercifes, and adding 
his own Obfervations both praétical and theoretical. There 
is a great Concourfe prefently of the Students, and even a- 
mong the Profeffors themfelves, fome openly encourage the 
fame, and honour now and then with theirPrefence this P/:- 
lobiblical Society, as do alfo feveral Travellers vifiting the Uni- 
verfity. Which whole Matter being early communicated to 
Dr.Spener a little before he remov’d intoSaxony,and he being 
very much pleafed with the Defign, a confirmatory Letter was 
written by him hereupon to the Mafters, that were concerned 
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in it, in which he not only fortify’d and eneourag’d them in 
their good Refolution, but gave them alfo certain Advices, 
by means whereof all Things might be better direéted for 
Chriftian Edification, and the Advancement of folid Piety. 
By this Means in many was excited a vehement Love for the 
ftudy of the holy Scripture, an earneft Defire to fearch into 
the Depths of it, and a fervent Breathing after the Life of 
Chrift, with fincere Endeavours to promote the Ends of his 
holy Religion. To which the Method did very much con- 
duce, that was here obferv'd. All was now begun and end- 
ed with Prayer : After the Lecture,both explicatory and appit- 
eatory of the Text, it was a Cuftom for the Direétor to add 
his Monitions and Counfels, the reft of the Members to con- 
fer their Obfervations, and even the Students and Auditors 
fometimes to propofe theirs too. All this for a good while 
pafled on very well, without raifing any Sufpicion, but being 
generally rather commended and applauded as a moft ufeful 
Defign. And from this fprung feveral other privateExercifes 
ef the fame Nature among the Students, by which the Scrip~ 
ture Learning was exceedingly cultivated. Mr. Frank, who 
had been one of the firft Authors of this Exercife, but had 
been abfent from the Univerfity for a Year or two, in which 
Time he vifited Lunenburg and Hamburg, diligently infifting 
in both thefe Places on the fame facred Study, while what was 
here begun took fiill deeper and deeper Rooting ; alte: 
havingfpent fome of the firft Months of the Year 1689 
at Drefden, in the Houle of Dr. Spener, who in aii Matters 
fufficiently inftruéted him, returned again to Lrpfek ; anc 
there is not only joined a fecond Time to the College and So- 
ciety aforefaid, for the propagating the Knowledge of the holy 
Scriptures ; but he himfelt opens a freth Bidticad Schoc!, asle 
had done before juft upon his taking his Matter’sDegiec. He 
began with the Epiftle of St. Paul tothe Philippians, in whic! 
he fucceeded even beyord Hope, the divine Bleffing accom- 
panying his Labours. Wherein his principal Aim was the 
Reformation of his academica] Auditors. And powerfully & 
perfuade as many as were content to take him 2s their Tutor 
or Mafter, that they fhould not take up only with the Know 
ledge and Learning, that is neectul to accomplifh a good 
Divine, but that fetting before themfelves the primitive Pat- 
tern, they fhould in all Things ftudy to behave themfelves ac- 
cordingly, as Perfons more peculiarly dedicated and confecra- 
Mom 2 te! 
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ted to the Service of the blefled Jesus. Being thus eneoy. 
raged he proceeded to read upon the Epiftle to the Epbefans, 
and after that upon the latter Epiftie to the Corinthian; ; 
whence he took Occafion to fet forth both the Obftacles and 
* the Helps to the Study of Divinity, and this with fo much 
Applaufe, and fo great a Concourfe of Students, that neither 
his own Chamber, nor the School of the Eleétcral Scholars, 
which he had obtained for this End, from the Reétor of the 
Univerfity, was able to hold the Number of them. In the 
middle of the Summer Dr. Mebius, Dean of the Faculty of 
Divines, appointed him to read in his Stead the public Theo- 
logical Le€tures for that Seafon, according to Cuftom, in the 
Divinity School: At which Leétuses (called Cercales) he 
reading upon the fecond Epiftle to Timothy, was flock’d to in 
a moft unufual Manner, he having ordinarily about three 
HundredAuditors. Moreover theMafters,who were Members 
of thePhilobiblical Society, being hereby mightily encouraged 
and excited, were fteadily confirm’d in their Refolution for 
the uniting with the Refearch of Scripture the Study of Piety, 
and confulted al] proper Ways and Methods to be taken for 
the fame, under the Conduct of the divine Grace, according 
to what in thefe Leétures had been moft lively reprefented. 
Hereupon fome of them met together privately in the Fear of 
the Lord. Mr. Frank’s Study was the Place pitched on for 
this Purpofe as moft convenient,and here they gave themfelves 
up diligently to facred Reading and Meditation, with Prayer, 
following the Method of St. Paul in his Epiftle to Titus, 
which was for theUfe of the Candidates of Divinity expound- 
ed at this private Exercife. But it was not permitted them 
to enjoy long this Exercife alone ; for many of the Students, 
fo foon as they heard of it, began to flock to it as much as to 
any other of the Academical Exercifes. 

§. 29. At or about the fame Time, Mr. ‘ohn Ca/par 
Schade, of the County of Hennebergh,as a faithful Fellow-La- 
bourer in the Word, was inftant both publickly and privately 
in promoting this holy Defign : Wherefore he read upon the 
firft Epittles of St. ‘fobn and St. Peter, to the no fmall Ex- 
citement and Edification of his Auditors, which were as 
many as the Straitnefs of the Place could bear, and not much 
lefs_ numerous than what followed Mr. Frank. In the Yeat 
1691, he was madeDeacon of St. Nicholas Church at Berlin, 
the Rector whereof was Dr. Spener. He had notwithftand- 
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ing his Youth a deep Infight into the great Decay of the 
Church, and fpent his’ Time much in catechizing of Youth, 
for which he had ‘a particular Gift. He publithed a fmal! 
Treatife at Berlin, call’d, A Memorial for Berlin, upon the 
Words, Luk. 19. v. 42.. Wherein he exhorts them to pre- 
vent, by true Repentance, the approaching Judgments. In 
his two laft Sermons he foretold his Death, commending to 
God the fmall Flock of thePious as in a moft ferious and com- 
paffionate Farewel, and exhorting ’em with a great Deal of 
Fervency to remain faithful. After he had preach’d his laft 
Sermon, a malignant Fever feized him, with which his Head 
cing diftemper’d, he neverthelefs, inftead of talking in his 
Delirium, as is ufual, a deal of idle and nonfenfical Stuff, 
fpent his Hours with praifing of God, in praying to him, and 
in inceflantly repeating fome devout Ejaculation or other. 
Thus he repeated fome Hundred Times the following Ex- 
preflions. My Lord ‘fefu! Fefu! I live unto thee; I dieun- 
to thee ; I belong to thee; I ferve thee, my Fefu ; 1 am thine. 
And all this he cried from out of all the Strength of his Life, 
and with fo loud a Voice, as that in the neighbouring Houfes 
it was heard, and People flocked together at his Houfes not 
knowing what to make hereof. Being told of this, and cau- 
tion’d that he might not tire himfelf with crying fo loud, he 
faid : dt doth not tire me; I muft cry and preach Repentance 
while there is yet a Ga/p of Breath inme. Ob! if lhad but 
cried louder, when I was in the Pulpit, then 1 might now forbear 
it. Atthe Beginning of his Sicknefs he went through a ve- 
hement inward Combat to his greater Purification, but foon 
after he ctied out: Vidtory! Vidtory ! Ihave fought with the 
Devils, and conquer’d them: Ob! let us fing eternal Hallelu- 
jab! He was fo fervent in catechizing, and took fuch a 


Pleafure in it, that in the midft of his Sicknefs, he caufed the 


Flock of little Children to come before hisBed. And having 
fung and prayed with them, he difmifs’d them with Bleffing. 
Once alfo when he obferved, that fome of thofe that attended 
him were afleep, he faid : See how fecurely they fleep, being a 
lively Emblem both of the ecclefiaftical, political, and economical 
State, who are all fallen afleep ; but the Lord is rifen up to a- 
waken them with a flrong Voice. A little before his Death he 
prayed moft fervently for the Eletor, the City, and his own 
Congregation ; but efpecially for his Succeffor in that Place, 
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wifhirg that the fame might reap, what had-been fown by him, 
He died in the nt 1698, yo 32d Year of his Age, 
§. 30. But to return es the Affairs.of Lipfct, while Mr, 
Shade and Mr. Frank were fo ufefully employed in reading 
upon the apoftolieal Epiftles, many were enflam’d with an 
holy Zeal hereby : And juft then in the very Warmth of 
thefe Tranfactions there comes unexpected, and is added to 
them, as by a fingularProvidence of God, Mr. Paul Ansbony, 
being newly return’d from his Travels, he having accompa- 
nied in the Quality of Chaplain Duke 4ugufus (nowEleGor 
of Saxony and King of 9 es his Tour through France, 
Spain, Portugal, and Italy. ho had been a Companion of 
Mr. Frank afew Years before, and had aflifted in laying the 
Foundation of the Philcbibical College ; and therefore now 
with all Chearfulnefs unites himfelf with Mr. Schade and bim 
in this Undertaking, (to whom a)fo foon after join’d Mr. 
Achilles.) He then being much affe€ted with the Zeal and 
ardent Love of the Scholars for the Study of the Scriptures, 
took in Hand St. ‘Zobn’s Gofpel, and in the Princes College 
(of which he was Fellow) expounded the fame, with amigbty 
Concourfe alfo of the Students, equal if not fuperior to any of 
the Reft. After which he in like Manner expounded St. 
Paul’s firft Epiftle to Timethy with the fameApplaufe and Sa- 
tisfaction of his Auditors. He was after this called to feveral 
Preferments in the Lutheran Church > But is at prefent an 
Ornament of the Univerfity of Hal’, and of the Faculty of 
Divines there. 

§. 31. Now upon the opening of thefe Biblical Schools ot 
Exercifes, the Students of Divinity, who had been wont be- 
fore to frequent none but either the pdilofophical, or the homi- 
letical Schools, gave themfelves fo up to theStudy of theBible, 
as thefe were little followed. The latter of thefe were a fort 
of Exercifes ; in which the Art of Preaching was chiefly 
taught, and of which at one Time, there were no lefs than 
thirty at Lip/ick ; the great Abufes whereof were taken No- 
tice of, and fharply reprehended by fome eminent Divines,as 
an Impediment to folidTheologica] Learning. For the Can- 
didates of Divinity being hereia bred up to a fupes ficial {mat- 
tering in divine Matters, and to an empty and fallacious Ora- 
tory, made litte os, noProggefs in true and genuine Theology, 
or would take much Pains in fearching the Originals whence 
it fows. But now inftead of thinking it enough to fill hand- 
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fomely 3 Pulpit, and to a& thence the Orator, fo as to draw 
into Admiration a vulgar Auditory by the Help of fome 
cramp, theological or metaphyfical Ferms, with a bittle vain 
Rhetorick, and ginglingMufick of Words ; moft of the Stu- 
dents of Divinity, were convine’d of theNeceflity of applying 
themfelves to the original Books themfelves, where are the 
Springs of all facred and folid Learning, with much more Di- 
lizence than hitherto had been cuftomany in the Univerfity. 
Nay, feveral would hardly read any other Books befides : And 
thefe were fo bought up in the original, as the Bookfellers 
Shops were hardly able to fupply what was called for ; efpeci- 
ally the Greek Editions of theNew-Teftament. AnotherCon- 
fequence was this, that it was complain’d of hereupon ear- 
neftly by fome, that the Logical, Metaphifical -and Homiletical 
Schools were no longer frequented as before: Which could 
not poflibly be, fince fo great a Part of the Students did daily 
employ feveral Hours in thefe forts of Exercifes on the holy 
Bible. It fell out alfo by the Means hereof, that feveral 
young Students, who tho’ they profefied the Study of Divi- 
nity, did neverthelefs walk after the Manner of the World, 
being now awaken’d and convine’d by the Power of the 
divine Word, which they met with in thofe Leétures and 
Exercife:, began henceforward to lead a ferious and fober 
Life with all Diligence, and carefully to direct their Studies 
to God’s greater Glory, and to the Good and Welfare of the 
Church in a more eminent Manner. Now from fome that 
frequented thefe pious Exercifes out of a vain Curiofity, be- 
ing unregenerate in their Lives, and not able to bear theAd- 
monitions given them, firft the Mafters, that were Members 
of the Philobibilical Society, then the Hearers of Mr. Frané, 
and laftly, as many as conftantly frequented any of thefe 
Schools or Exercifes, and entred upon another Courfe of Life 
more fuitable to the Principles and Spirit of Chriftianity, were 
in Derifion call’d PIE TISTs. 

§. 32. This new Name being coin’d, there was no more 
to do for the Adverfaries,but ftrait to fearch out fume heretical 
Opinions to affix on them ; which is no hard Matter to do at 
any Time. To fpeak of Abufes crept in, was prefently 
interpreted a Contempt of the holy Inftitutions themfelves : 
To inculcate Holinefs of Life was look’d as an afferting our 
Salvation by Works : And to prefs after a vital Knowledge of 
God, as diftin& from a dead one, was reprefented as altoge- 
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ther fenatical. Now upon the many Suggeftions and Calum. 
nies, that were confidently up and down, Mr, 
Frank made bis Application to the Dean of the Faculty, re. 
quefting that he might have Leave to be heard and exa. 
mined in the firft Place, in Cafe of any further Accy. 
fations of Heterodoxy againft him and the reft. But this nee 
being then granted, -the Clamours grew more violent and 
hot, through the Intereft mainly of fome of the Profeiun, 
who feeing their Schools but little frequented, were much 
exafperated hereat, and efpecially at theSlight caft upon them 
by fome of the junior Students. So the tcal Faculty, by 
their Dean, fummons Mr. Franck to give an Account of hy 
Proceedings, and to anfwer to the Charges agamft his new 
fort of LeQtures or Colleges fet up. Which he did fo much 
to Satisfaétion, as the faid Dean feeming well contented, 
promifed to acquaint his Br-“*yen of the Faculty with hs 
An(wer, who from that Ti, ,efifted from any further pro- 
fecuting the Enquiry they hag begun. ‘This was all in th 
Summer of the Year 1689 ; but the Motions fill io. 
creafed. For the Pulpits began to ring with this mew Svea, 
and from the Confiftory of the Clergy, awaken’d to this bya 
Multitude of Rumours, comes forth aAdandase to the Univer. 
fity of Lip/jick, bearing date Mugu/? the 30th, in the fame Year, 
requiring them to make a frict Jaguitition into the Shue 
Faé?, whence the Name of Pietifls was deriv'd, and whe 
their Manners, Doctrines and Studies were. Oa the othe 
Hand the TheologicalCollege of Lipfcd prefents theCon!ifory 
a Memorial of what bad pals’d with refpect to My. Fram an! 
the other Students of Divinity therewith declanng how fom 
Opinions were broach’d by them, that might have denge: 
Confequences,& what they would further do to examine ints 
the Matter thoroughly, fur which End, they had refolved 
interdict thefe Lectures, which were accordingly inte: 
diéted. And another Mandate foon follow'’d for bringx 
the Caule. to Dre/den, by which Means this whole Marre: 
came to the better examin’d into,and taken Notice of. The 
Electotal Court, aad whole Province of Saxony is Alled wah 
the Rumours of u, and ina lute while after all Geman 


Books are written oa bob fides, Apaleg ies and Anti~ Aps0. 
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come forth thick, they wew Name of Pretijm is by we 
Metetiok-Mongers inferted sato their black Lit, and the fra 
dostruments of Piet! om were banilh’d from Liphet. 


(Te bc concluded in oar next F 


